Honeyshack Politics
2012 Candidates and potentials, we’ll see who remains standing:
REMEMBER, EVERYONE IS A CON.  Party affiliation doesn't matter anymore in this two party oligarchy.  The Democrat party we used to know in the 60’s even the 70’s IS NOT what they are today, same for the Republicans.  IT IS SCARY TO BE SURE.  IT SHOULD NOT be a vote for party any longer, it SHOULD BE about who will best server “We the people” and our Country in their elected position.  Who will protect our Constitution and Bill of Rights, who will keep our rights from being taken away even further, WHO will protect our Borders?
These so-called party kingmakers are in for a heads-up confrontation with the Constitutional Conservatives. Remember the magic formula, 60+20+20. The Conservative movement is comprised of 60% Republicans, 20% Independents… and surprise, surprise, 20% Democrat. It’s a huge, very powerful coalition.  You spend 7million to get elected to Presidency or other elected positions for a 200,000 a year job.  WHO DO YOU OWE A PAYBACK TO?
WHO WILL speak out against items such as the minnow being "saved" in California to the detriment of the farmers there. There is an evilness in the thought processes of the government in California to allow an "endangered" minnow to flourish at the expense of the livelihoods of farmers. A “Minnow” mind you that is not natural to that area but PUT THERE!

Same goes for the Lizard in Texas, we can keep you from drilling by regulation, we’ll do it through the EPA or extreme environmentalist groups, marking irrelevant species extinct even though we know nothing about them.

.
Resource links, announced and Likely  some information has not been discovered yet, but will update as found
Not found – potential runners, Andy Martin; Jonathan Sharkey; Ray Moore; 

Announced:
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Michele Bachmann
Congresswoman from Minnesota 

"I'm in for 2012 in that I want to be a part of the conversation in making sure that President Obama only serves one term, not two." Bachmann to ABC's Jonathan Karl Mar. 24, 2011. 
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Age: 54 
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Birthplace: Waterloo, Iowa 
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Family: Marcus (husband); Children: Lucas, Harrison, Elisa, Caroline, Sophia 
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Religion: Lutheran 
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Current job: Congresswoman 
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Previous experience: Has never run for president 
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Most Recent Book Written: N/A 
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PAC: Many Individual Conservatives Helping Elect Leaders Everywhere (MICHELE) PAC 
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Total 2010 Receipts (from Dec. report): $659,595.50 
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Cash on Hand (from Dec. report): $192,804.90 

At first glance, you might think you were seeing double. Sarah Palin and Michele Bachmann are both hard-right Republican firebrands with a populist touch, a love of the spotlight, and devoted throngs of conservative followers. Though both have been regularly shunned by the Washington establishment, they've proven to be prodigious fundraisers who've competed for the title of "Tea Party Queen"—and have been floated as presidential contenders. The two even bear a passing resemblance to each other.

But though Palin and Bachmann may seem like GOP doppelgangers, there's a lot separating them as well. And the differences have led a growing chorus of Beltway watchers to conclude that Bachmann would actually be the more credible candidate of the two. Having watched the Minnesota congresswoman on the trail for years, Minnesota political operatives on both sides of the aisle warn against simply laughing off Bachmann. "You underestimate Michele Bachmann at your own peril," says Zach Rodvold, the campaign manager for her Democratic opponent in 2010.

Bachmann is expected to form a presidential exploratory committee in the next few months and has already trekked out to Iowa to make early inroads. Though the Minnesota Republican remains a longshot, she also could finally give tea party types a candidate to rally behind in a decidedly lukewarm GOP primary—and could be a (relatively) more formidable candidate than the former governor of Alaska. Here's why: 

1) Bachmann's an organizer. Palin may have a huge following, but it's been built on the celebrity status and enormous platform she gained as Sen. John McCain's running mate. Bachmann, by contrast, originally got involved in politics as a grassroots organizer—and she's used those skills to build up ground-level support and attract allies at every stage of her career. In the 1990s, she first garnered attention by organizing anti-abortion protests in the St. Paul area, then moved on to fight state regulation of education as a home schooling advocate. After entering the Minnesota state Senate in 2000, Bachmann organized religious leaders in the state to lobby for a ban on same-sex marriage.

Bachmann has brought the same organizing savvy to Washington. In 2009, Bachmann's ad hoc mass protest against health care reform brought hundreds of thousands to Capitol Hill—and the House Republican leadership followed her to the podium. Last year, she launched Congress' first Tea Party Caucus of like-minded conservative legislators. More than 50 GOP House members have joined so far—and four senators have signed on as well.

So while Palin may be remain the tea party's beloved figurehead, she generally keeps to sending tweets and Facebook missives from on high. Bachmann, by contrast, proven her ability to get her hands dirty and organize mass gatherings on the ground level—which could be a particular boon to her candidacy in states that rely on caucus-driven primaries like Iowa and to her outreach efforts elsewhere.

2) Bachmann has a sense of humor. Both Palin and Bachmann frequently make inflammatory statements and attention-grabbing gaffes that make headlines for days. But Palin has a habit of hyping up her victimization at the hands of the media—and anyone else deemed to be an enemy—and refusing to let go of any perceived slight. In the wake of the Tucson shooting, Palin accused her critics of "blood libel" after she was attacked for putting crosshairs on a 2010 campaign map, igniting yet another media firestorm. Palin's addiction to feuding has made her enemies on both sides of the aisle.

Bachmann takes pot shots against the press as well, but she doesn't dwell on bad ink. On occasion, she's even willing to admit that she's erred and frequently pokes fun at herself before moving on. After recently misidentifying the state where the battles of Lexington and Concord took place, Bachmann told Laura Ingraham: "I made a mistake. I should've said Massachusetts rather than New Hampshire. But you know, that's the way it goes and we had a great trip and I was glad to be able to be there." Similarly, after Bachmann gave the tea party's response to Obama's State of the Union address this year, she was widely mocked for a glitch that had her looking into in the wrong camera; Saturday Night Live even parodied the moment. Bachmann's response? She cracked a joke about the incident at her next speech before a big crowd. "Someone told me I needed to find the right camera. So let me see... Okay, all you SNL fans, I know where it is!"

3) Bachmann's better at thinking on her feet. Thrust onto the national stage with little experience or policy expertise, Palin became notorious for her missteps in media interviews and debates during the 2008 campaign. When ABC's Charlie Gibson asked whether she supported the Bush doctrine of foreign policy, she gave a blank stare. She famously flubbed her interviews with Katie Couric and baldly misrepresented John McCain's basic policy views in her debate with Joe Biden.

Bachmann hasn't been put under the same national magnifying glass—and she's made plenty of gaffes of her own—but she has managed to hold her own during her re-election campaigns. During Bachmann's first debate against then-state senator Tarryl Clark—her most formidable Democratic opponent so far—she came across as poised and confident, deflecting the shots that came her way. She pounced when Clark hedged on her position on card-check—the controversial proposal that would make it easier for labor unions to organize. And when Clark tried to nail her for failing to support pay-as-you-go budgeting rules, Bachmann simply ignored the question and stayed focused on her big-liberal-spending talking points.

Even Bachmann's opponents are willing to recognize her skills. "She's polished, charismatic, and engaging and comes across as being well informed even though she often is not," says Rodvold, Clark's 2010 campaign manager. "She sounds knowledgeable, she sticks to her message, and repeats it."

4) Bachmann knows how to use the national media. After her disastrous experience during the 2008 campaign, Palin has shunned the "lamestream" media, appearing almost exclusively to Fox News, where she's a paid analyst. When not on Fox, Palin primarily communicates via Twitter and Facebook, giving her control over her message but limiting her reach and credibility. Altogether, she's confined herself to settings where she's assured an extremely sympathetic audience—or one-way relationships.

Bachmann, by contrast, not only appears on Fox News, but also regularly faces down her adversaries on the networks as well, appearing on MSNBC's Hardball and going head to head with James Carville and then-Rep. Alan Grayson (D-Fla.) on Larry King. On the Hill, Bachmann regularly holds high-profile press conferences outside the Capitol building to entice camera crews to attend. To be sure, Bachmann more often appears on TV shows where she's assured a sympathetic host. And after press conferences are over, she quickly takes off before most reporters have time to catch up with her. But in the end, Bachmann understands that the "lamestream media" is not just a liability.

5) Bachmann's not a quitter. Palin abruptly left office only halfway through her term as governor, claiming that she had a higher calling and that the politicized attacks had crippled her authority but giving the distinct impression that she didn't care for the dirty work of governing. Bachmann may crave the same national profile, celebrity, and megaphone. But she's also wise enough not to have quit her day job just yet.

Pros: Strong support from Tea Party activists. Minnesota base gives her great access and credibility in Iowa. Proven ability to raise money. 

Cons: A polarizing figure. Can she broaden her appeal beyond a narrow slice of the Republican electorate? 
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Mitt Romney
Former Governor of Massachusetts 

"I haven't made a decision yet as to what we're going to do ... but I can tell you that I'm very drawn to the fact that this country needs someone who has private sector experience, because this economy is troubled." Romney on "GMA," Feb. 1, 2011. 

Mitt Romney is probably the favorite at the moment. He is a battle-hardened veteran who went through the 2008 campaign relatively unscarred and probably learned a lot from it as well. He is already campaigning full time. He probably has most of the Republican establishment (and certainly big business) behind him. To top things off, he doesn't have to waste any time raising the $50 million to get him through the initial primaries. He can just write his campaign a personal check. Although he sounds like a shoo-in, he's got a couple of problems. First, the Republicans are going to want to make the 2012 election about repealing ObamaCare. Romney can say RomneyCare, which he signed into law as governor of Massachusetts, is totally different than ObamaCare, but all his primary opponents are going to say it is practically the same thing. Count on Obama, who realizes that Romney is the candidate to be feared most, to perpetually thank him for leading the way and saying that he patterned his program on Romney's. Second, if the tea party continues to be a force in the Republican primaries, Romney has a big problem. He is much more like Bob Bennett, Trey Grayson, Sue Lowden, and Lisa Murkowski than the tea partiers who challenged and beat them. Morphing from the moderate governor of a very blue state into a right-wing firebrand who wants to abolish the IRS and the Dept. of Education will be quite a trick. Third, Romney is a Mormon and a lot of Southern evangelicals (which is the base of the Republican Party) don't believe Mormons are even Christians. If Romney starts talking about his beliefs, it will just draw more attention to the subject, something he really doesn't need. Nevertheless, everything about Romney says "Grown-up."[image: image13.png]



Age: 63 
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Birthplace: Detroit
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Family: Ann Romney (wife); Children: Tagg, Matt, Josh, Ben, and Craig 
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Religion: Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormon)
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Current job: Keynote speeches, GOP fundraising 
[image: image18.png]


Previous experience: Presidential candidate, 2008 
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Most Recent Book Written: "No Apology: The Case for American Greatness" (2010) 
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PAC: Free and Strong America PAC, Inc. 
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Total 2010 Receipts (from Dec. report): $5,568,466.75
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Cash on Hand (from Dec. report): $796,207.59 
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Total 2010 fundraising for the federal and five state PACs: $6,300,723.52 
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WATCH Romney Discusses Run for President in 2012 

Pros: He has money, he has executive and business experience, and he has (pardon my nausea) the “presidential look” voters care so much about.

Strong name identification. Experienced campaign team with proven fundraising ability. Success as a businessman. 

Cons: His weaknesses in the previous election may continue to trouble him in the next. He has progressive skeletons in the closet from his days as the governor of Massachusetts – such as signing state health care legislation into law, which some have compared to Obamacare. Voted for CAP and TRADE.  His pro-life credentials are weak, or at best, recent. And finally, he’s Mormon, which may not play a large role in the next election (since most voters will focus on the economy), but it probably did have an effect on some evangelical groups in the last election. 
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Herman Cain 
Former CEO of Godfather's Pizza 

" I am confident enough to be president... After I go through this phase and the decision is yes, trust me, I'm running to win." Cain on "Top Line," January 2011. 
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Age: 65 
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Birthplace: Memphis, Tennessee
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Family: Gloria Cain (wife); Children: Melanie and Vincent.
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Religion: Baptist 
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Current job: Newspaper columnist 
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Previous experience: Has never run for president 
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Most Recent Book Written: "They Think You're Stupid: Why Democrats Lost Your Vote and What Republicans Must Do to Keep It" (2005) 
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PAC: The Hermanator 
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Total 2010 Receipts (from Dec. report): $221,945
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Cash on Hand (from Dec. report): $2,246 

Political activities
Role in the defeat of the Clinton health care plan
Cain publicly opposed the 1993/1994 health care plan of President Bill Clinton and First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton. While president-elect of the National Restaurant Association he challenged Bill Clinton on the costs of the employer mandate contained within the bill, criticizing its effect on small businesses. Cain has been described as one of the primary "saboteurs" of the plan:

The Clintons would later blame "Harry and Louise," the fictional couple in the ads aired by the insurance industry, for undermining health reform. But the real saboteurs are named Herman and John.  Herman Cain is the president of Godfather's Pizza and president-elect of the National Restaurant Association. An articulate black entrepreneur, Cain transformed the debate when he challenged Clinton at a town meeting in Kansas City, Mo., last April. Cain asked the president what he was supposed to say to the workers he would have to lay off because of the cost of the "employer mandate." Clinton responded that there would be plenty of subsidies for small businessmen, but Cain persisted. "Quite honestly, your calculation is inaccurate," he told the president. "In the competitive marketplace it simply doesn't work that way." 

Joshua Green of The Atlantic has called Cain's exchange with Clinton his "auspicious debut on the national political stage." 

1996 Senior Advisor of Dole/Kemp Campaign
Cain was a senior economic advisor to the Dole/ Kemp presidential campaign in 1996. 

2000 presidential campaign
Cain briefly ran for the Republican presidential nomination in 2000; he says it was more about making political statements than winning the nomination. "George W. Bush was the chosen one, he had the campaign DNA that followers look for." However, Cain went on to state, "I believe that I had a better message and I believe that I was the better messenger." 

2004 U.S. Senate candidacy
Main article: United States Senate election in Georgia, 2004
In 2004, Cain ran for the U.S. Senate in Georgia, pursuing the seat that came open with the retirement of Democrat Zell Miller. Cain sought the Republican nomination, facing congressmen Johnny Isakson and Mac Collins in the primary. Cain and Collins both hoped to deny Isakson a majority on primary day in order to force him into a runoff.[citation needed] Collins tried to paint Cain as a moderate, citing Cain's support for affirmative action programs, while Cain argued that he was a conservative, noting that he opposed the legality of abortion even in cases of rape and incest. Cain finished second in the primary with 26.2% of the vote, ahead of Collins, who won 20.6%, but because Isakson won 53.2% of the vote, Isakson was able to avoid a runoff. 

2012 presidential candidacy
In 2010, "Cain addressed more than 40 Tea Party rallies, hit all the early presidential states, and became a YouTube sensation." In April, he teased the audience at the Southern Republican Leadership Conference about his being a possible 2012 presidential candidate by saying that there may be a "dark horse candidate."  On September 24, 2010, Cain announced that he was considering a run for president in 2012 on the Republican Party ticket. "In December, he was the surprise choice for 2012 GOP nominee in a reader poll on the conservative Web site RedState.com, narrowly edging out Palin." 

Cain announced the formation of a presidential exploratory committee on January 12, 2011 on the Fox News Channel program Your World with Neil Cavuto. 

Cain supports a non-federally subsidized efficient economic stimulus, saying: "We could grow this economy faster if we had bolder, more direct stimulus policies," criticizing President Barack Obama's stimulus plan as simply a "spending bill" instead of meaningful stimulus through permanent tax cuts. 

In February 2011, Cain addressed the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC). Ed Morrisey of the conservative website Hot Air said he "stole the show" and that some attendees were moved to tears by the speech.  In contrast, liberal website AlterNet accused Cain of pandering to white conservatives and referred to him and other black conservatives as "garbage pail kids". Cain called the news website's attacks racist and condemned its "shameful behavior".

A number of comments made by Cain regarding his attitudes towards muslim people have caused controversy. He has stated that he was "uncomfortable" when he found that the surgeon operating on his liver and colon cancer was muslim, later explaining "based upon the little knowledge that I have of the Muslim religion, you know, they have an objective to convert all infidels or kill them". Following a number of such comments, he was asked in March 2011 if he would feel comfortable appointing a Muslim to his administration or as a Judge. Cain said "No, I will not ... There's this creeping attempt, there's this attempt, to gradually ease Shariah Law, and the Muslim faith into our government. It does not belong in our government" and he went on to cite court cases in Oklahoma and New Jersey as evidence. This led to criticisms of "bigotry" and "muslim bashing" from CAIR, whose spokesperson stated "It would be laughable if it weren't having such a negative impact on the lives of Muslim Americans".

In an interview with Bloomberg view, Cain argued that he is a 'black American' rather than an 'African American' on account of being able to trace his ancestors within the US, describing Barack Obama as "more of an international...look, he was raised in Kenya, his mother was white from Kansas and her family had an influence on him, it’s true, but his dad was Kenyan". Interviewer Jeffrey Goldberg pointed out that Obama had spent 4 years of his childhood abroad, and that it was in Indonesia – not Kenya, at which point Cain revised his claim. 

On May 5, 2011 Fox News presented a presidential campaign debate. Cain was one of five potential candidates who participated. (The others were Tim Pawlenty, Ron Paul, Gary Johnson and Rick Santorum as the higher-profile candidates declined Fox's invitation.) Cain was declared the winner by pollster Frank Luntz after a show of hands among 29 debate witnesses who were chosen by Fox to act as a post-performance focus group. 

On June 3, 2011, an Insider-Advantage poll showed Cain leading the field of Republican primary candidates among Georgia Republicans

Economic issues
Bank bailouts
Cain supported the Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP) bank bailouts as a way to save the economy, viewing it as an investment opportunity for the taxpayers. In a 2008 editorial, Cain wrote, "Owning a part of the major banks in America is not a bad thing. We could make a profit while solving a problem." In May 2011, regarding his TARP support, Cain said "I don’t have any regrets . . . I studied the situation. I didn’t have trouble with the idea; I had trouble with its implementation, picking winners and losers." 

Federal Reserve
Cain believes that there was no need for an audit of the Federal Reserve. Cain also commented that while such an audit is not a high priority for him, he does not object to it.

Gold standard
Cain supports the Gold standard, saying that abandoning it "allowed Congress to inflate our currency whenever they overspent. Now look at the mess that we have, . . .." 

Social security
Cain has strongly criticized the current implementation of Social Security, describing it as a "scam." He favors reforming the current system "through free market solutions." 

Taxes
Cain supports lowering the corporate tax rates from 35 to 25 percent, eliminating the capital gains tax, and suspending taxes on repatriated foreign profits. He also supports elimination of the estate tax.[citation needed]
Cain is a strong supporter of the FairTax, which would replace all federal personal and corporate income taxes with a 23% national sales tax on all new goods and services, with a "prebate" to untax goods and services deemed necessary by the Department of Health and Human Services. 

Welfare
Cain has criticized welfare, stating that, "Programs today are designed to make people more dependent rather than less dependent." 

Social issues
Abortion
Cain is pro-life and opposes abortion. He believes that life begins at conception. He favors defunding Planned Parenthood
Homosexuality
Cain is against legalizing same-sex marriage. He supports the Defense of Marriage Act. Cain believes homosexuality is sinful and a choice. When asked, Cain stated he doesn't "have a problem with appointing an openly gay person" as long as they're "qualified".

Foreign policy
Afghanistan
Cain has been supportive of a US presence in Afghanistan and of the Afghan War. 

Iraq
He was in favor of the war in Iraq, and opposes any timetable for withdrawal, arguing it to be equivalent to surrender. 

Iran
Cain favors a "diplomatic approach" to nuclear disarmament, but that the United States should be wary of the Iranian government

Israel
He supports Israel and believes that the US should aid Israel in defending itself.  After President Obama said that the starting point of negotiations for peace between the Israelis and the Palestinians should be based on the 1967 borders with mutually agreed-upon land swaps, Cain said, "I was shocked at the president’s position, and I was equally shocked that he would unilaterally suggest that Israel would move the borders back which they acquired 44 years ago. This president threw Israel under the bus, there is no way around it. It demonstrates once again the arrogant disregard of this president for the opinion of the American people who like the relationship we have with Israel, and for Israel having the right to make its own decisions." 

Cain supports the Palestinian right of return under Israeli conditions. He later commented that he had not understood the question while making his initial answer, but reiterated his support for it under Israeli conditions. 

North Korea
Cain opposes any form of negotiation with North Korea, and has argued for maintaining "peace through strength".

Russia
Cain opposed the New START treaty because he believes that the US should retain freedom to develop nuclear weapons systems. 

Other issues
Education
Cain opposes federal education schemes such as 'No Child Left Behind', and advocates "unbundling" education, weakening the Department of Education in favor of state control of education. He has argued for greater performance-related pay for teachers, as well as for vouchers and charter school systems. 

Energy and the environment
Cain favors offshore drilling and favors drilling in ANWR. He favors allowing consumers to choose alternative energy sources such as solar and wind through the private market instead of the government providing funding and incentives to particular corporations and industries

Health care
Cain favors repealing the 2010 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). Cain favors allowing the free market to play the largest role in health care. 

Cain strongly supported the 2011 Ryan budget plan, which privatizes Medicare, describing it favorably as a "voucher program." 

Immigration
Cain believes illegal immigrants should be able to go through the traditional citizenship process, but opposed what he has described as a sense of automatic "entitlement" by illegals

Second Amendment
He believes that any concealed carry law must be dealt with at the state level.[31]
Religion of federal appointees
When asked if he would feel comfortable appointing any Muslim within his cabinet, Cain stated "No I would not" on the grounds that they may support Sharia law. In response to allegations of religious bigotry, Cain has described his position as being "careful and cautious".

Supreme Court justices
He has expressed support for Justices Antonin Scalia and Clarence Thomas. 

Pros: Business man, strong belief system, Strong on Military, fiscal responsibility
Cons: No elected positions for experience
[image: image36.jpg]



Tim Pawlenty
Governor of Minnesota 

"Join the team and together we'll restore America." Pawlenty forms presidential exploratory committee, March 12, 2011. 
Tim Pawlenty's name has been tossed about a bit and he gave up a possible third term as governor of Minnesota to explore a presidential run. His conversion from Roman Catholicism to become an Evangelical Christian could help him in the primaries. However, he is not that popular even in his home state. He was elected governor in 2002 with 44% of the vote and in 2006 with 47% of the vote. Not being able to crack 50% in your own state is not a great recommendation. Also, a 2010 poll showed that 53% of Minnesotans wouldn't vote for him for President. It's not much of a base. Still, he is probably hoping Romney will make some mistake or be brought down by RomneyCare, in which case he might be Plan B for a Republican establishment that desperately does not want Sarah Palin (too flakey) or Mike Huckabee (too willing to work with the Democrats). He's definitely Veep material though, and coming in second or third in early primaries would only enhance his stature
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Age: 50 
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Birthplace: St. Paul, Minnesota 
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Family: Mary Pawlenty (wife); Children: Anna and Mara 
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Religion: Baptist 
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Current job: Governor 
[image: image42.png]


Previous experience: Has never run for president 
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Most Recent Book Written: "Courage to Stand: An American Story" (2011) 
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PAC: Freedom First PAC 
[image: image45.png]


Total 2010 Receipts (from Dec. report): $2,096,639 
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Cash on Hand (from Dec. report): $154,989.60 
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Total 2010 fundraising for the federal and state PACs: $2,600,000 

Formerly the governor of Minnesota, Pawlenty (TPAW) decided not to seek a third term in 2010, probably so he could focus his efforts on a 2012 presidential run. He’s known for his soft-spoken, earnest appeal, and was considered to be on the short list of vice-presidential candidates in 2008.
Pros: He resolved a $4.5 billion deficit in his first term, instituted performance pay for public-school teachers, cut billions from public-employee pensions, and issued 299 vetoes. For his efforts, the libertarian Cato Institute gave him an “A” rating on its biennial fiscal report card.

Record of fiscal conservatism as governor. Midwest roots give him leg up in Iowa caucus. "Electability argument." "Sam's Club" brand of "commonsense conservatism" allows him to reach beyond traditional GOP base and attract independents in a general election. Serious and credible campaign team in place. 

Cons: Voted for CAP & TRADE.  The primary criticism leveled at Pawlenty is that he’s too soft-spoken, too bland to head up the ticket. Similar to Mitch Daniels, he doesn’t yet have the name recognition of some other contenders for the nomination. 
Fundraising: He's never had to raise big bucks before and couldn't because of restrictive state campaign finance laws. He may be able to raise what he needs, but no one knows for sure if he can. Can "Minnesota Nice" win over a restive and fired-up base?
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Jon Huntsman
Former U.S. Ambassador to China 

"Things are moving pretty quickly. Whatever timeline one is looking at can't be more than a couple months." Huntsman to reporters after meeting with South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley, May 7, 2011. 
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Age: 51 
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Birthplace: Palo Alto, Calif. 
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Family: Mary Kaye Cooper (wife); Children: Mary Anne, Abigail, Elizabeth, Jon, William, Gracie Mei, and Asha Bharati 
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Religion: Mormon
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Current job: TBD 
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Previous experience: Has never run for president 
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Most Recent Book Written: N/A 
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PAC: Horizon PAC 
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WATCH Obama Jokes About Running Against Huntsman in 2012 
Pros: 

Cons: Media love child, Voted for Cap and Trade, voted for Individual Mandate, held position with China under Obama Administration only 1 year, running as Republican but does not vote conservative
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Newt Gingrich
Former Speaker of the U.S. House 

"I'm announcing my candidacy for President of the United States, because I believe we can return America to hope and opportunity, to full employment, to real security, to an American energy program, to a balanced budget." Gingrich announcement video, May 11, 2011. 
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Age: 67 
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Birthplace: Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
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Family: Callista Gingrich (wife); Children: Two daughters with Jackie Battley (first wife) 
[image: image62.png]


Religion: Roman Catholic (formerly Baptist; converted in March '09) 
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Current job: Chairman, American Solutions for Winning the Future; college professor
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Previous experience: Has never run for president 
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Most Recent Book Written: "To Save America: Stopping Obama's Secular-Socialist Machine" (2010) 
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PAC: American Solutions PAC 
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Total 2010 Receipts (from Dec. report): $736,708.60 
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Cash on Hand (from Dec. report): $64,716.60 

Newt Gingrich definitely thinks he ought to be President. He has thought this for 20 years. Only few other people think so. Every four years he threatens to run. But he usually doesn't. But maybe 2012 will be the exception. He was the lead bomb thrower in 1994, but he's been around so long the tea partiers will never trust him and his recent conversion from being a Baptist to being a Roman Catholic is probably not going to be a big hit with the evangelicals. And his personal life makes Rudy Giuliani's look good. Like Giuliani, he is on his third wife. His first was his high school math teacher, upon whom he served divorce papers while she was in the hospital for cancer so he could marry another woman he was having an affair with. He eventually married that woman, then later divorced her to marry an aide 23 years his junior. All this is going to go over real big with the family-values crowd. Still, Gingrich is a very smart guy so he can't be counted out entirely if he really tries for it.
He was Speaker of the House during the Clinton years, and played a significant role in the Republican Revolution of 1994. He is a history professor and has written numerous books about civics and the Founding Fathers.

Pros: He is highly intelligent – certainly capable of going toe-to-toe with Barack Obama – and has a firm understanding of American history, the Constitution, and the founding ideals. He is well known among Republicans, and his conservative credentials are strong. 

Name ID. Goodwill among party base. Seen as "ideas guy," big thinker and intellectual heavyweight. Skilled grassroots organizer. 

Cons: He carries baggage from his days as Speaker. As a result of the often bitter political battles with the Clinton White House, he came to be seen as a polarizing figure. 

Messy personal life, including multiple divorces. Fundraising: He's been able to raise for his 527 groups but those don't have the restrictive limits that presidential candidate has to live under.


Gary E. Johnson

Former Governor of New Mexico
American businessman, former Governor of New Mexico, and candidate for the Republican nomination for President of the United States in the 2012 election. He served as the 29th Governor of New Mexico from 1995 to 2003. 

Founder of one of New Mexico's largest construction companies, Johnson entered politics for the first time by running for Governor of New Mexico in 1994 on a conservative, low-tax, anti-crime platform.  He beat incumbent Democratic governor Bruce King by 50% to 40%. 
His use of the veto over his two terms gained him the nickname "Governor Veto".

He sought re-election in 1998, winning by 55% to 45%. In his second term, he concentrated on the issue of school voucher reforms, as well as campaigning for marijuana decriminalization. During his tenure as governor, he adhered strictly to an anti-tax, anti-bureaucracy program, and set state and national records for his use of veto powers: more than the other 49 contemporary governors put together. Term-limited, Johnson retired from politics at the end of his second term.

A fitness fanatic, Johnson has taken part in several Ironman Triathlons, and he climbed Mount Everest in May 2003. He announced his candidacy for President of the United States in the 2012 election on April 21, 2011.

Pros: low-tax libertarian views and his regular participation in triathlons. He cut the 10% annual growth in the budget by using his gubernatorial veto on half of bills in the first six months.

Pros:
Cons:



Fred Karger 

Political consultant

Fred Karger (born January 31, 1950) is an American political consultant, gay rights activist and watchdog, former actor, and candidate for the Republican nomination for the 2012 US Presidential election.  Karger has worked on nine presidential campaigns and served as a senior consultant to the campaigns of Presidents Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush and Gerald Ford. Karger was a partner at the Dolphin Group, a California campaign consulting firm.  He retired after 27 years and has since worked as an activist on gay rights causes, from protecting the gay bar The Boom to using his organization Californians Against Hate to investigate the LDS Church's and the National Organization for Marriage's campaigns to repeal the state's same-sex marriage law.
His running for the Republican nomination for president makes him the first openly gay presidential candidate from a major political party in American history

Pros:

Cons: he has not held elected or public office



Jimmy McMillan 
Former Gubernatorial candidate
American political activist, perennial candidate, Vietnam War veteran, self-proclaimed karate expert, as well as a former postal worker and private investigator from Brooklyn, New York. 
He is best known as the founder of the Rent Is Too Damn High Party, a New York-based political party. McMillan has run for office at least six times since 1993, including in the 2010 New York gubernatorial election on the "Rent Is 2 Damn High" line.
He declared on December 23, 2010, that he would run in the 2012 U.S. presidential election as a Republican

Pros:

Cons:



Randall Terry 

Pro-life activist
American pro-life activist. Terry founded the pro-life organization Operation Rescue. The group became particularly prominent beginning in 1987 for blockading the entrances to abortion clinics; Terry led the group until 1991. He has been arrested more than 40 times, most recently for protesting pro-choice President Barack Obama's commencement visit to the University of Notre Dame in violation of a no-trespass order from the school. Terry has long been known for provocative and controversial statements, including that abortion is murder and should be made a capital crime.

In 2003, Randall Terry founded the Society for Truth and Justice and conducted a program called Operation Witness. In 1998, he ran for Congress in upstate New York, and in 2006 for a seat in the Florida State Senate, both times losing in the Republican primary.

Pros:

Cons:



President Barack Hussein Obama 

Well – You know enough about him already, or should.  In case you don’t:

Barack Hussein Obama II is the 44th and current President of the United States. He is the first mixed race, African American to hold the office. Obama previously served as a United States senator from Illinois, from January 2005 until he resigned following his victory in the 2008 presidential election.

Obama is a graduate of Columbia University and Harvard Law School, where he was the president of the Harvard Law Review. He was a community organizer in Chicago before earning his law degree. He worked as a civil rights attorney in Chicago and taught constitutional law at the University of Chicago Law School from 1992 to 2004.

Following an unsuccessful bid against the Democratic incumbent for a seat in the United States House of Representatives in 2000, he ran for United States Senate in 2004. He won election to the U.S. Senate in Illinois in November 2004. His presidential campaign began in February 2007, and after a close campaign in the 2008 Democratic Party presidential primaries against Hillary Rodham Clinton, he won his party's nomination. Inaugurated on January 20, 2009. 

Obama has signed over 1,568 Executive Orders, numerous signing statements, appointed over 25 CZARS to positions that have at times more power that the existing legislation. Signed in severla “Stimulous Acts” such as Bank recovery, Auto recovery, The Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, Economic legislation in the form of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, Job Creation Act of 2010. Other domestic policy initiatives include the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act knows as “Obama Care” currently in US Supreme court suit as unconstitutional. and the Don't Ask, Don't Tell Repeal Act of 2010.

In foreign policy, Gitmo remains open, Troops remain in Iraq, increased troop levels in Afghanistan, signed the New START arms control treaty with Russia, took military action in Libya, aligned with UN regarding the no-fly zone over Libya.  In May 2011, Obama announced in an address to the nation that a small team of American military forces, acting on his direct order, had killed Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden in Pakistan.
Pros:  CAN’T THINK OF ONE
Cons: Back door methods of appointment, endorses Large Government, has not met campaign promises, Stimulus packages that have not worked, accumulated more debt in one term than all other Presidents before him added together. signed over 1,500 Executive Orders, numerous signing statements
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Ron Paul
Congressman from Texas 

"Time has come around to the point where the people are agreeing with much of what I've been saying for 30 years." Paul announces his candidacy on "GMA", May 13, 2011. 
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Age: 75 
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Birthplace: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
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Family: Carol Paul (wife); Children: Ronald Paul, Jr., Lori Paul Pyeatt, Senator-elect Randal Paul, Robert Paul, and Joy Paul-LeBlanc 
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Religion: Baptist 
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Current job: U.S. Congressman 
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Previous experience: Ran for president in 1988 as a Libertarian and in 2008 as a Republican 
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Most Recent Book Written: "Liberty Defined: The 50 Urgent Issues That Affect Our Freedom" (due out 4/19/11)
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PAC: Liberty PAC 
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Total 2010 Receipts (from Dec. report): $183,602.30 
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Cash on Hand (from Dec. report): $90,104.20 

He is a Texas congressman with a strong libertarian reputation. In fact, not only did he seek the Republican nomination in 2008, he ran on the Libertarian ticket in 1988. According to a 1998 study published in the American Journal of Political Science, Paul has the most conservative voting record of any member of Congress since 1937.

Pros: He is seen as a man of principle who practices what he preaches. In 2008, he garnered considerable support from college-aged voters. He has a long record of calling for tax and economic reform, and strongly advocates a balanced federal budget.

Cons: He’s seen by some to be unelectable because of his extreme views. He’s been called an isolationist and protectionist. He has called for cuts to the military and defense budget, which is highly unpopular with many conservatives. Age.
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Rick Santorum
Former Senator from Pennsylvania 

"There isn't a single candidate running for president who can claim to be a tea party candidate…I qualify." Santorum to Politico, November 2010. 
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Age: 52 
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Birthplace: Winchester, Virginia 
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Family: Karen Garver Santorum (wife); Children: Elizabeth, Richard, Daniel, Sarah, Peter, Patrick, and Isabella 
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Religion: Roman Catholic 
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Current job: Attorney 
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Previous experience: Has never run for president 
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Most Recent Book Written: "It Takes a Family: Conservatism and the Common Good" (2006)
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PAC: America's Foundation 
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Total 2010 Receipts (from Dec. report): $1,564,303.20 
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Cash on Hand (from Dec. report): $102,858 
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WATCH Santorum Discusses Run for President in 2012 

Former United States Senator from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Santorum is a member of the Republican Party and was the chairman of the Senate Republican Conference.

Santorum is considered both a social and fiscal conservative. He is particularly known for his stances on the U.S. invasion of Iraq, Social Security, intelligent design, homosexuality, and the Terri Schiavo case. 

In March 2007, Santorum joined the law firm Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC. He was to primarily practice law in the firm’s Pittsburgh and Washington, D.C. offices, where he was to provide business and strategic counseling services to the firm's clients. In addition to his work with the firm, Santorum also serves as a Senior Fellow with the Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C., and was a contributor to Fox News Channel.

Santorum is a prospective candidate for President of the United States in the 2012 election. He formed a presidential exploratory committee on April 13, 2011

Pros:

Cons:

Not announced, but discussed as potential:
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Rick Perry
Governor of Texas 

"I am not running for the presidency of the United States." Perry on NBC "Today" show, November 2010. 
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Age: 60 
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Birthplace: Paint Creek, Texas 
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Family: Anita Thigpen Perry (wife); Children: Griffin and Sydney 
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Religion: Methodist 
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Current job: Governor; chairman, Republican Governors Association
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Previous experience: Has never run for president 
[image: image104.png]


Most Recent Book Written: "Fed Up!: Our Fight to Save America From Washington" (2010) 
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PAC: N/A 
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READ Texas Gov: Texans May Secede From Union 

Pros: Fiscal Conservative, longest running Governor in US
Cons:
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Sarah Palin
Former Governor of Alaska 

" I'm looking at the lay of the land now, and trying to figure that out, if it's a good thing for the country, for the discourse, for my family." Palin to ABC's Barbara Walters, November 2010. 
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Age: 46 
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Birthplace: Sandpoint, Idaho 
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Family: Todd Palin (husband); Children: Track, Bristol, Willow, Piper, and Trig 
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Religion: Non-denominational Christian 
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Current job: Reality TV show host; Fox News contributor
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Previous experience: Vice presidential candidate, 2008 
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Most Recent Book Written: "America By Heart" (2010) 
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PAC: SarahPac 
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Total 2010 Receipts (from Dec. report): $3,553,094.79 
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Cash on Hand (from Dec. report): $1,328,951.26 

Also see combined Bachman/Palin comments above

Loved by many; reviled by many. Few candidates stir up as much emotion as the former Alaska governor and 2008 vice-presidential superstar. She rocketed to fame as John McCain’s veep pick, and has continued to be a powerful force in conservative politics even after stepping down from the Alaska governorship. No candidate enjoys (or suffers from) more name recognition than Palin.

Pros: She has a massive following of loyal supporters, particularly among “tea party” voters, and her credibility with conservatives is unparalleled. She has the proven ability to energize the conservative base. She is seen by supporters to be “one of them”, which translates into a kind of trust very rare for a politician at her level. And let’s not forget that Republicans would like to be the first to elect a female president.  

Name ID.   Access to grassroots fundraising.  Strong following among social conservatives and Tea Party types.  Ability to dominate "free" media means she doesn't have to spend as much money on paid advertising.
Cons: No other candidate is hated by the left as much as she. Countless media organizations have actively engaged in smearing her character, calling her stupid, slutty, and dangerous. The sheer volume of these epithets have made them stick to some extent, most importantly among certain independent voters. Also, the fact that she would be the first female president might actually be seen as an unnecessary risk for Republicans to take at this time.  

Lack of organizational campaign structure or strategy. Even among those who view her favorably, there's an electability concern. Mixed record in Alaska, HELD AGAINST her is the fact that she quit midway through her term as governor, even if it was due to constant lawsuits that would have financially bankrupt the State or would impede her ability to do her job.
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Charles Elson "Buddy" Roemer III 
Former Governor of Louisiana 

"I'm going to be a factor in 2012." Roemer on "Top Line" , March 2011. 
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Age: 67 
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Birthplace: Shreveport, Louisiana 
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Family: Twice divorced 
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Religion: Methodist
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Current job: Bank President and CEO 
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Previous experience: Has never run for president 
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Most Recent Book Written: "The Roemer Revolution" (1987) 
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PAC: N/A 
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WATCH Roemer Discusses Run for President in 2012 

Pros:

Cons:
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John Bolton
Former U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations 

"Yes, I am considering it." Bolton to conservative WABC radio talk show host Aaron Klein, November 2010. 
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Age: 62 
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Birthplace: Baltimore, Maryland 
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Family: Gretchen Bolton (wife); daughter, Jennifer 
[image: image132.png]


Religion: Lutheran 
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Current job: Senior Fellow at American Enterprise Institute 
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Previous experience: Has never run for president 
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Most Recent Book Written: "How Barack Obama is Endangering our National Sovereignty" (2010)
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PAC: N/A 
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WATCH Bolton Has Tough Talk for Iran 
Pros:
Cons:

NOT RUNNING:
Then there are the reluctant candidates who insist they have no intention of running. I have included them here because the pressure for them to run is growing steadily, and we may see them jump in later on this year.



Donald Trump 
Real Estate Mogul, Reality TV Show Star 

"Business is my greatest passion and I am not ready to leave the private sector." Trump statement, May 16, 2011. 
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Age: 64 
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Mike Huckabee
Former Governor of Arkansas 

"All the factors say go, but my heart says no," Huckabee on Fox News, May 15, 2011. 
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Age: 55 
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Haley Barbour
Governor of Mississippi 

"I will not be a candidate for president next year. This has been a difficult, personal decision..." Barbour statement, April 2011. 
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Age: 63 
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John Thune
Senator from South Dakota 

"So at this time, I feel that I am best positioned to fight for America's future here in the trenches of the United States Senate." Thune written statement, February 2011. 
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Age: 50 
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Mike Pence
Congressman from Indiana 

"We will not seek the Republican nomination for president in 2012," Pence said in a letter to supporters written on behalf of himself and his family, January 2011. Maybe he could have been the one to make a difference, Mike Pence. He upholds our Constitution, Israel,  We The People and the law.  Pence possesses common sense and speaks out against socialism/communism and the insanity of our current administration's policies. 

Age: 51 
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Jim DeMint
Senator from South Carolina 

"No, no I'm not." DeMint to CNN, when asked whether he will seek the GOP nomination, January 2011. 
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Age: 59 
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Chris Christie
Governor of New Jersey 

"What do I have to do short of suicide to convince people I'm not running?" Christie at AEI," February 2011. 
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Age: 48 
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Jeb Bush
Former Governor of Florida 

"I'm not running any time that I'm aware of, 2012 for sure." Bush to The New York Times, October 2010. "You never say never about anything." Bush to CNN, November 2010. 
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Age: 57 
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Bobby Jindal
Governor of Louisiana 

"I'm not being coy at all. I'm not running for president in 2012. Period. No if's, and's or but's, no caveats." Jindal to the Associated Press, November 2010. 
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Age: 39 
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George Pataki
Former Governor of New York 

"I'm not running for president." Pataki to Fox News host Sean Hannity, April 2011. 
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Age: 65 
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Michael Bloomberg
Mayor of New York City 

"I will rule out a run for president. I have the best job I could possibly have." Bloomberg on NBC's Meet the Press, August 2010. 
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Age: 68 
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Rudy Giuliani
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Mitch Daniels
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Paul Ryan
VP Potentials:
When Sen. John Thune and Rep. Mike Pence (Ind.) opted against 2012 presidential bids, that left just two potential candidates serving in Congress, Reps. Ron Paul and Michele Bachmann. While both are long shots to secure the GOP nomination, Paul and Bachmann have tea party cred that could come in handy should they give it a try.

But the bench is deep when it comes to the No. 2 slot on the ticket to challenge President Barack Obama.

These Members of Congress are likely to be on any nominee’s longish short list for vice-presidential contenders come 2012. Here are a few pros and cons about each.

Sen. Marco Rubio
Florida

Pros: It’s no secret Rubio is the favorite VP choice among Republicans in Washington. He’s handsome, young, from an important battleground state and can attract Latino voters with his Cuban heritage. He has tea party support but has shrewdly avoided becoming a spokesman for their movement. He served as Speaker of the Florida House.

Cons: He just got to Washington. On the other hand, tell that to Barack Obama, who announced his presidential bid just two years into his first Senate term.

Sen. Allen West

Florida

Pros: Strong military stance
Cons: 
Sen. Kelly Ayotte
New Hampshire

Pros: Elected in the often-swing state last fall, Ayotte could boost a conservative, Southern male nominee looking for a fresh face to help with independents.

Cons: Gov. John Lynch is a Democrat and could appoint an interim replacement from his party should Ayotte be part of a winning ticket.

Sen. Scott Brown
Massachusetts

Pros: He has a national profile and symbolizes the beginning of Republicans’ comeback after President Barack Obama’s historic victory. He has fundraising chops and a moderate voting record.

Cons: Even with Brown on the ticket, the GOP is unlikely to win Massachusetts’ electoral votes. Plus he’s popular in the Bay State and polls well for 2012 re-election. Brown could stay on the ballot for Senate and vice president, but putting him on the national ticket puts the GOP seat at risk.

Rep. Eric Cantor
Virginia

Pros: Long an up-and-comer in the party, the House Majority Leader was briefly considered a possible running mate for Arizona Sen. John McCain in 2008. He’s been vetted, and his support at home could help Republicans recapture Virginia’s electoral votes in 2012. Cantor, who is Jewish, also has a broad base of national support.

Cons: He could be too much of an insider at a time when the establishment is less than popular, and he has a long voting record Democrats could scrutinize. He also has his eye on being Speaker.

Sen. Jim DeMint
South Carolina

Pros: The rock-ribbed fiscal and social conservative could boost a moderate nominee. DeMint has a national profile thanks to his Senate Conservatives Fund, and the tea party considers him a hero.

Cons: He’s not very popular with his own party in Washington, and several prominent Republicans still hold a grudge for his interference in the 2010 Senate primaries that cost the party a handful of seats.

Sen. Ron Johnson
Wisconsin

Pros: He’s from a battleground state that Republicans promise to target in 2012, and he unseated longtime Sen. Russ Feingold (D) last fall. A businessman who ran as a Washington outsider, he could help an establishment Republican on the ticket.

Cons: He has nearly zero national name recognition and no political experience beyond his few months in the Senate.

Rep. Kevin McCarthy
California

Pros: A rising leader in the House GOP, this blue-state Republican could be attractive for a candidate trying to put the Golden State in play.

Cons: California is highly unlikely to flip to the Republicans in a presidential year, and running for vice president would require McCarthy to skip re-election and forsake his spot as Whip.

Rep. Kristi Noem
South Dakota

Pros: She represents the new face of the Republicans as part of the freshman wave of 2010. Already, Republicans chose her to deliver their weekly radio address and have elevated her as a Member with a bright future.

Cons: She just got to Washington and is not well-known. She also would not bring geographic diversity to Republicans seeking a balanced ticket.

Sen. Rob Portman
Ohio

Pros: He has experience as a budget guy in the Bush administration, plus he comes from a battleground state each side considers a must-win. He’s been helping all 2012 candidates get acquainted with Ohio behind the scenes.

Cons: His strong résumé in budget and trade roles could make him too much of an insider in a national election. His ties to President George W. Bush could be a setback.

Sen. John Thune
South Dakota

Pros: He has a record as a giant-slayer for unseating then-Minority Leader Tom Daschle in 2004 and for winning tough races previously. He had no opposition for re-election in 2010. He looks the part and has a conservative voting record. The other candidates may appreciate that he opted against his own bid.

Cons: Like Noem, Thune wouldn’t bring geographic diversity to the ticket.

Sen. Pat Toomey
Pennsylvania

Pros: As the former leader of the conservative Club for Growth, Toomey has some national credentials that could translate well to a presidential ticket. He just won in a battleground state that has favored Democrats in recent national elections.

Cons: Democrats would paint him as an extremist for his conservative views. Since Toomey also is a former House Member, he’s not exactly a face for change.

